WHILE IN THE HOSPITAL –

1. The birthmother has the same rights as any other woman.  She can see, hold, feed and name her baby. This is HER baby.  Likewise, if she chooses NOT to interact with the baby, that is her right, also.

2. The birthmother must fill out the birth certificate before she leaves the hospital.  If she is not married, the only way the father’s name can be put on the birth certificate is if the birthmother gives her “okay” and if he agrees.  HE MUST SHOW UP WITH A PICTURE ID.

3. Sometimes the birthmother feels she shouldn’t name the baby if adoption is the plan.  If she and the potential adoptive parents have NOT decided on a name together, the birthmother should name her baby whatever she wants.  The baby must have a first and last name.

4. The birthmother should NOT do the following:

A) DON’T apply for a social security number for the baby.  The agency will do it.  (Sometimes the hospital applies automatically.  Please tell them NOT to do so!)

B) DON’T allow the hospital to send the notification of newborn to DSS.  Tell the billing office that Catholic Charities Inc. will do it.  The hospital billing office can Catholic Charities Inc. to confirm this, if need be.  (CATHOLIC CHARITIES INC. will take responsibility for applying for Health insurance for the baby once the baby is released into CATHOLIC CHARITIES INC.’ care.)

DO the following while in the hospital:

A) Ask for a social worker if you are feeling pressure from anyone regarding your potential plan or if you need a “clear head” to listen to you.  The hospital social worker is your greatest ally.

B) Remember to sign a hospital permission slip so that the baby can be released into the care of Catholic Charities Inc..

C) Sign the circumcision permit and make sure the procedure is done on your son if circumcision is what you want.

***Please remember that the staff at your hospital and at Catholic Charities Inc. will do everything possible to help you make a good plan for yourself and your child.***

P.S. Take this form with you to the hospital to show anyone who questions you about health insurance, etc. for your baby.

