                                                                                                       Date__________
Dear ___________,

__________________________________ has filed an application with Catholic Charities Inc. to adopt a child, and has listed you as a reference.  We are interested in your opinion as to the suitability of this person as a parent.  In facilitating a stepparent adoption, the agency’s primary responsibility is the child.  We seek to ensure the well being of the child by having him/her with stable, mature parents who will be able to provide a nurturing environment and love the child as their own. 

Your relationship with _________________________ makes your input a crucial part of our assessment and your written response would be appreciated.  Could you please address the following questions in you letter?

How long have you known the stepparent and their spouse and under what circumstances?


Does this couple seem compatible?  What similarities and differences do you observe between them? 


Is there any reason why the stepparent should not be considered as a parent?


Are you aware of any problems he/she may have with alcohol or drugs?


Would you consider them a good potential parent?  Please explain.  

Your response is necessary for completion of the Home Study used to determine suitability.  Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.  Thank you for your time.  

Sincerely, 

Doreen Reis, MSW
Adoption Social Worker

